
Nine of the 2007 Kindergarten graduates are children of Alumni! 
 

Front: Jordan Huguley (Pate Huguley ô92), Blakely Parr (Patrick Parr), Oliver Tranqui, 

Thomas Beall (Laura Duncan ô79 & Julian Beall õ75), Nathan Clark (Sally Cowart õ79), 

Mary Parks Ferguson (Drew Ferguson õ85), Caleb Adcock (Jason Adcock ô87), Laurent 

Noel.  Back: Mitchum Smith, Maddie Pearce (Bill Pearce õ89), Catherine Coleman 

(Christy Mullinsô86), Kolbie Frailey, Alyssa LeRoy, Sam Leva, Jacob Neil (Greg Neil 

ô83), Anthony Lowe.  
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          We welcome these twenty-four 2007 graduates into the Springwood Alumni Association! 
 

Front L-R: Trey Miller, McKenzie McManus, Benjamin Mitchell, Chelsea Harper (Ellen Smith ô79), Carson 

Hill, Eric McHargue, Josh Grubbs, Tessa Pitts, Chase Dewberry, Stephen Cheek (Tony Cheek ô75), Geoffrey 

Vester. Back L-R: Candie Aikens, Cullen Spurlock, Erin Welch, Jared Elmore, Jamal Reece, Jessica Bolton, 

Billy Parr (Bill Parr ô81), Landon Duffey, Lanier Keith (John Keith ô77), Ben Simms, Garrett Sanders (Lori 

McRae ô81), Joseph McElvy (Joe McElvy ô79), Caitlin Nixon. 
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NEW TECHNOLOGY INITIATIVE ANNOUNCED 

AT SPRINGWOOD SCHOOL 

Dear Springwood Alumni, 
 

It is my pleasure to announce an exciting new technology initiative, recently approved by the Board of Trus-

tees, which is scheduled to begin this coming fall. Phase I of the plan includes the acquisition of rolling lap-

top carts that will store 22 laptop computers, enough for every child in a class to use one. These carts, called 

COWS (Computers on Wheels), will be available for classroom use by students and teachers beginning with 

the 2007 ï 2008 school year. 

 

Our entire next school year will be dedicated to Phase I and will serve to prepare students and faculty for 

Phase II. During 2007-2008, teachers will participate in training to more fully integrate technology with in-

struction. The Springwood faculty has been increasing its technology savvy for the past two years; therefore, 

their transition to full integration of technology should be relatively easy. Springwoodôs outstanding teachers 

are the key to the ongoing success of this initiative. They are on track to accomplish great things as the school 

moves forward. In an effort to provide all the ancillary needs, the school will also continue to add Smart-

Boards (electronic white boards) and projectors as well as digital cameras, Vernier Probes for science labs, 

and printing capabilities. 

 

On another exciting note, our upper level art and technology curricula will be revised for the coming year. 

Students who take both art and technology will benefit from a fully integrated curriculum that incorporates 

use of sophisticated graphic arts software to develop tangible projects and allow a variety of display options 

for student work. 

 

Beginning in August of 2008, Springwood School will move to Phase II which will involve all 9th through 

12th grade students using their own tablet computers. All students in 9th through 11th grades will lease or pur-

chase the same model tablet computer which they may use at school, at home, during holidays and during the 

summers for a three to four year period. For the initial year of the tablet program, 2008-09, lease/purchase of 

tablet computers will be ñoptional, but highly recommendedò for seniors (Class of 2009). 

 

The tablet computer is the hardware of choice because of its versatility. With its rotating screen, the tablet can 

be used as a traditional laptop or can be folded flat and used with a stylus for mathematics, geometry, hand-

written note-taking, map work, and even drawing. Over time, almost all textbooks will be available in CD-

ROM format or through online subscription, and students will be able to significantly lighten, or perhaps 

eliminate, their heavy backpacks. 

 

Springwood has always been committed to preparing students for college and the work-world beyond. We 

believe full immersion in technology and full utilization of technology to support learning will better prepare 

students for the world they will encounter in college and for the remainder of their lives. 

 

The CVEF has carefully taken the time necessary to gauge the academic value of a one-to-one tablet pro-

gram. Ultimately, everyone understands that Springwood students must have 

the appropriate tools coupled with the schoolôs high expectations and instruc-

tional expertise to be well prepared for college and beyond. 

 

These are exciting times for the future of Springwood and for the excellent 

level of academic preparation we will continue to provide! The faculty and I 

are eagerly awaiting the return of students in August and the opportunity to 

begin this exciting two-phase technology initiative. 

 

Hope you are having a wonderful and relaxing summer! 

 

Sincerely, 

Teresa L. Williams, Ed.D. 

Head of School 



Mitchell Langley (back)  
& Doug Dewberry (front)  

Springwood Campus Improvements  

Do you remember the cemetery at Springwood 
School? 

 

Students in Malinda Crowder Powersô 74 
sixth grade history class researched and 
found out  that a Confederate veteran, Mil-
ton Reese, was buried in the Reese Family 
Cemetery on the Springwood campus. Af-
ter the discovery of the unmarked grave, 
the students contacted the Department of 
Veteran Affairs about providing a head-
stone. Markers are provided free of charge 
for any veteran who served in a U.S. war.  
 

Located a short walk through the woods 
from the school, the cemetery is kept clean 
by student volunteers. On Wildcat Work-
day, juniors from Mr. Nolenôs advisory class 
along with Mrs. Powers cleaned up the 
cemetery for the headstone dedication 
ceremony held on April 27, 2007. 
 

The obituary of Milton Reese noted that he 
was a versatile writer who ñexpressed his 
ideas with clearness and forceò and that he 
was a man ñof deep convictions and was 
courageous in the expression of his opin-
ions.ò Reese died September 23, 1890. 

Facilities Renovations 
Thanks to our generous PTO, Springwood School is involved in a multi-phase re
-organization and renovation of several of its instructional facilities. Phases I and 
II should be completed prior to the opening of school in August 2007. Without 
this timely and generous donation from the PTO, the facility plan would have 
been unable to proceed without conducting a major fundraiser. Also, the CVEF 
has received a separate, private donation specifically designated for science lab 
renovations and hopes to proceed with identifying an architect and solidifying 
plans for the renovation of labs in the very near future.  

     

 

Phase Action  Timeline 

Phase I  Former CDC Building to house grades K4 ï 3 
and become the new Primary School.  

Aug 2007 

Phase II  Current Primary School to house grades 4 ï 6 
and become the new Elementary School. 

Aug 2007 

Phase III  Two state-of-the-art science labs to be con-
structed in either the current elementary build-
ing or in the high school building. 

2008  

Phase IV  Library/media center to be enlarged, modern-
ized, and renovated. 

TBA 

Phase V  High School building to be evaluated for possi-
ble addition of more classrooms.  

TBA 

Phase VI  Gymnasium to be evaluated for possible addi-
tion of locker rooms and additional office space 
for athletics and physical education. 

TBA 

ʸˇ˄ ˩ʦˑˈˆˇ˓˄ˍ ˎ˔ˑ ʪ˔˓˔ˑ˄" ˂ˀˌˏˀˈˆˍ ˖ˀ˒ ˀ ˇ˔ˆ˄ ˒˔˂˂˄˒˒!  Our goal was to raise $100,000 to make improvements to the 
baseball and softball fields and the school gym.  We exceeded our goal and the lights for the baseball field and softball field 
have been installed. The gym improvements are occurring this summer.  Thank you to all who participated. You truly have 
"Brightened the Future" for Springwood students.                       



Maria Pérez performed at Springwood School on February 14, 

2007. After graduating as Valedictorian of her Class in 1996, 

Maria went on to attend the University of Notre Dame where she 

graduated Summa Cum Laude with degrees in Literature and Cul-

tural Anthropology. Maria was heavily involved in musical theatre 

and choirs throughout high school and college. After college she 

moved to Atlanta and her musical career, as a writer, vocalist, and 

producer, led her from Atlanta to California and now to Brooklyn, 

New York, where she currently resides. Malena, Mariaõs name in 

the music industry, has recently released her first international full-

length record, STARS. Maria has performed on the stages of the Temple Bar; Atlanta's Apache Cafe, Endenu and MJQ; 

Brooklyn's Five Spot and Solomon's Porch; and Manhattan's NuBlu and the Blue Owl, where she currently holds a 

monthly residency with a live five-piece ensemble directed by multi-instrumentalist, Emi Augustin. She has also been 

featured among the pages of Billboard Magazine, Straight No Chaser, Latina Magazine, Vibe, World Famous, FREE 

Magazine and People En Español.  

It is a privilege to recognize Dr. Drew Ferguson IV, Springwood Class of 1985, 

as the winner of this yearõs Distinguished Alumni Award. Because of Drewõs 

successful professional career as a dentist and also his outstanding commit-

ment to his community, he is very deserving of this award. 
 

He is a graduate of the University of Georgia and the 

Medical College of Georgia.  He is a member of the West-

ern Dental Society where he has held several offices in-

cluding that of President.  He is also a member of the 

Georgia Dental Assoc. and the American Dental Assoc. 

Drew and his wife, Buffy live in West Point with their four 

children, Drew V, Lucy, Mary Parks, and Thad. 
 

The Springwood Alumni Association is not the first to recognize Drewõs commitment to his profession.  He 

has been honored previously by several professional organizations.  He has been inducted into The Pierre 

Fauchard Academy, a state dental honorary and elected into Honorable Fellowship by the Georgia Dental 

Association.  Additionally, Drew has been recognized on the national level by his selection for membership 

in the International College of Dentists.  Since 1998, Drew has served as an adjunct faculty member at the 

Medical College of Georgia School of Dentistry. 
 

Not only is Drew a great and caring dentist but he also has a special gift of working with children.  His  

compassion for and love of children extends outside his local practice into many communities in Georgia.  

He is involved in the òGive Kids a Smileó project. Through this outreach, Drew and other dentists donate 

their time and talent to provide dental care to children who would otherwise have none.  Drew goes with a  

mobile unit to visit rural schools and students come on board for free exams and treatment. 
 

Drew tirelessly serves the local community in ways other than being a dentist. He gives hours of his time as 

a member of the Capital City Bank Community Board of Directors and the Chattahoochee Hospital Society 

Board of Trustees.  Drew previously served on the West Point City Council as an elected official and this 

past March he announced his candidacy for Mayor of the City of West Point. 
 

Drewõs friend, Jenna Huguley Brown, Class of õ91, nominated him for this award.  Jenna wrote: òDrew  

positively impacts the field of dentistry, his community, and state. People of all ages benefit from Drewõs 

expertise and his caring nature. Drew not only successfully and professionally completes every endeavor 

he takes on; he always does it with kindness, gentleness, and by going the extra mile.ó    
 

The Alumni Association is proud to recognize Drew as a prominent alumnus as well as an active and loyal 

parent at Springwood School.    

2007 Distinguished Alumni Award ð Drew Ferguson, IV   

Maria Perez ô96 with her former Springwood teachers: 
Linda Combs, Jeannene Mullins, Dale Freeman, Maria 

 Perez, Ann Thomas, Susan Pitts, Harriet Tyler  

On May 24th, at Springwoodõs 

Honors Day  Ceremony,  

Dr. Drew Ferguson IV was 

presented the 2007  

Distinguished Alumni Award 

by Alumni Director, Ann Hixon.  



 2007 Alumni/Jr. -Sr. Student Career Day  

Joe Morgan ô77   

Building Science / Applied Science  

Mgr .Building & Grounds  

 Russell Corporation & Fruit of the Loom  

Kelli McCarthy ó01  

Early Childhood Education 

 3rd Grade Teacher in Athens, GA 

Vernalisa Pena ô01  

Event Planning/Photography/Makeup Artistry 

 Co-founder of Bella & Co. Event Planning 

Lindsey Gragg ó01 

 Interior Design 

Panoply Interior Design 

Scott Zachry ô92 

Education/Social Sciences/ Coaching  

Georgia History Teacher and Coach 
Jason McKay ó95  

Business 

J. Smith Lanier & Co. 

Lane Wooley ô86 

Banking/Commerce 

Senior VP   

First Commercial Bank 

Lynn Hall ó77  

Telecommunications 

VP / Gen. Mgr.  

PurDigital Media, Inc.  

Linsey Hinkleô97 

    Engineering/Textile Mgt.  

Product Development Mgr.  

for Denim Manufacturer  



Class of 1977 
Lynn Rearden Hall  is Vice President and General Manager of PurDigital Media, Inc. which is a broadband service pro-

vider headquartered in Atlanta that services high-rise condominiums in the Southeast with High Speed Internet, TV, and 

Telephone. Lynnôs daughter, Lauren, will be a senior at Springwood in the fall. 

 

Joe Morgan lives in Alex City, AL and has been married to his wife, Karen, since 

1993. Joe is the Manager of Buildings and Grounds for Fruit of the Loom and Russell 

Corporation.  He maintains information concerning property, buildings, and contents 

for about 75 buildings in 5 countries. During 1984-85, Joe worked in Montgomery 

for 2 years and drew approximately 500 house plans that were turned into 3000 cur-

rent houses in that area. In his spare time, Joe works for Habitat for Humanity and 

contributes aide in the training of a Seeing Eye dog or a Search and Rescue dog each 

year. 

 

Class of 1982 
Chris DeGrace lives in Marietta, GA with his wife, Shawn, and daughter, Ellie.  

Chris is a landscape architect for the Georgia Department of Transportation.  The pic-

ture shows 4 year old, Ellie, dressed as a fairy.  The daffodils are from Chrisôs display 

at the Southeastern Flower Show. 

 

Class of 1986 
Lane Wooley is the Senior VP for First Commercial Bank in Birmingham, a member of the Synovus Financial Corporation. 

He leads a team of commercial bankers who manage loans, deposits, and cash management for medium size businesses.  

Lane received a B.S. degree in Commerce from the University of AL & a MBA from Emory University. Lane and his wife 

live in Birmingham and have 3 children, Timothy, Mac, and 

Cherokee. 

 

Class of 1988 
Michael Jesse and Sara Ellen Rush were born in December 2006.  

The proud parents are Jason and Ann Rush.  Michael weighed 

6lbs 9oz and was 19.5ò long and Sara Ellen weighed 6lbs 11oz 

and was 19ò long. 

 

Class of 1991 
Jennifer Edwards Wright  and her husband, Brian, had their 

third child, Carrie Randolph on June 4, 2007. Carrie joins big 

sister, Mary James and big brother Will. The Wrights live in 

Sandersville, GA. 

 

Class of 1992 
Scott Zachry lives in Newnan, GA with wife, Kelli and son, Zach. He has 

been teaching for 10 years.  He is an 8th grade Georgia History teacher at 

Evans Middle School and also an assistant coach. 

 

Class of 1993 
Will Fisher  and his wife, Alicia announce the birth of their son, Elliott 

James Fisher.  He was born on June 9, 2007 and weighed 7lbs 9oz and is 

21.5 inches long.  The Fishers live in Woodstock, GA.   

 

Class of 1995 
Brad Huguley married Katrina Bledsole on March 24, 2007 in Demopolis, 

AL. Congratulations to Brad and Katrina.  

Ellie DeGrace 

Sara Ellen and Michael Jesse Rush 

Will  with  his  

newborn son 

Alumni News 


